THE  NORTH  GERMAN BUND

trict which, although they came from a strictly Catholic
population, amounted to this, that if the undersigned could
not remain Bavarians they would rather become Prus-
sians, but disliked being transferred from Bavaria to
Hesse. They appeared to be governed by a considera-
tion of the rank of the sovereigns, and by the order of vot-
ing in the Federal Diet, in which Bavaria ranked before
Hesse. In the same line of ideas I remember from my
Frankfort time a saying of a Prussian soldier to one from
a small state: ' You shut up; why, you have not even
got a King/ I regarded alterations of state boundaries
in South Germany as no step towards unification of the
whole.

A reduction of Bavaria in the north would have been
against the King's wish at that time, which was to re-
cover Anspach and Baireuth in their old extent. But this
plan, however dear to my honoured and beloved master,
was as little in accordance with my political views as the
Baden one, and I successfully resisted it. In the autumn
of 1866 it was not yet possible to forecast the future atti-
tude of Austria. The jealousy of France towards us was
admitted, and no one knew better than I the disappoint-
ment of Napoleon at our successes in Bohemia. He had
reckoned with certainty that Austria would beat us, and
that we should be reduced to purchase his mediation.
Now, if the efforts of France to make up for this error
and its consequences had succeeded by means of the irri-
tation necessarily caused in Vienna by our victory, the
question would have come to the fore in many German
courts whether, in conjunction with Austria, and as it
were in a second Silesian war, they wished to renew the

struggle against us or not.    That  Bavaria and Saxony

83